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HYMN 
 
 Traditional German melody, Jena 1609 

 
 

 

The Lord of life is risen for ay; 
Bring flowers of song to strew his way; 
Let all mankind rejoice and say: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise we in songs of victory 
That love, that life which cannot die, 
And sing with hearts uplifted high: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Thy name we bless, O risen Lord, 
And sing today with one accord 
The life laid down, the life restored: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 C.A. Alington 1872–1955 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VESPERS IN EASTERTIDE  WEDNESDAY A 
 

O God, come to our aid, 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. Alleluia! 
 

HYMN 
 

ANTIPHON 1: The waters * of a river give joy to God’s city, alleluia! 
 
 

Psalm 45 
God is for us a refuge and strength, 
a helper close at hand, in time of distress: 
so we shall not fear though the earth should rock, 
though the mountains fall into the depths of the sea, 
even though its waters rage and foam, 
even though the mountains be shaken by its waves. 

 The Lord of hosts is with us: 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, 
the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within, it cannot be shaken; 
God will help it at the dawning of the day. 
Nations are in tumult, kingdoms are shaken; 
he lifts his voice, the earth shrinks away. 

 The Lord of hosts is with us: 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Come, consider the works of the Lord 
the redoubtable deeds he has done on the earth. 
He puts an end to wars over all the earth; 
the bow he breaks, the spear he snaps. 
He burns the shields with fire. 
‘Be still and know that I am God, 
supreme among the nations, supreme on the earth!’ 

 The Lord of hosts is with us: 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 Cantor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

 A l l : as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 1: The waters * of a river give joy to God’s city, alleluia! 



ANTIPHON 2: To the God * of heaven give praise, alleluia! 
 
Psalm 135 

Alleluia! 

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
for his love endures for ever. 
Give thanks to the God of gods, 
for his love endures for ever. 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
for his love endures for ever; 

who alone has wrought marvellous works, 
for his love endures for ever; 
whose wisdom it was made the skies, 
for his love endures for ever; 
who fixed the earth firmly on the seas, 
for his love endures for ever. 

It was he who made the great lights, 
for his love endures for ever, 
the sun to rule in the day, 
for his love endures for ever, 
the moon and stars in the night, 
for his love endures for ever. 

The first-born of the Egyptians he smote, 
for his love endures for ever. 
He brought Israel out from their midst, 
for his love endures for ever; 
arm outstretched, with power in his hand, 
for his love endures for ever. 

He divided the Red Sea in two, 
for his love endures for ever; 
he made Israel pass through the midst, 
for his love endures for ever; 
he flung Pharaoh and his force in the sea, 
for his love endures for ever. 

Through the desert his people he led, 
for his love endures for ever. 
Nations in their greatness he struck, 
for his love endures for ever. 
Kings in their splendour he slew, 
for his love endures for ever. 

 



Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
for his love endures for ever; 
and Og, the king of Bashan, 
for his love endures for ever. 

He let Israel inherit their land, 
for his love endures for ever. 
On his servant their land he bestowed, 
for his love endures for ever. 
He remembered us in our distress, 
for his love endures for ever. 

And he snatched us away from our foes, 
for his love endures for ever. 
He gives food to all living things, 
for his love endures for ever. 
To the God of heaven give thanks, 
for his love endures for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 2: To the God * of heaven give praise, alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANTIPHON 3 

 
 

NT Canticle 12 

(Colossians 1:12–20) 

Let us give thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified us to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 

He is the image of the invisible God, 
the first-born of all creation, 
for in him all things were created, 
in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible. 

All things were created 
through him and for him. 
He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. 

He is the head of the body, the Church; 
he is the beginning, 
the first-born from the dead, 
that in everything he might be pre-eminent. 

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Glory be to the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, 
both now and for ever, amen. 

REPEAT ANTIPHON 

 

 



ANTIPHON 4: All the ends * of the earth have seen the salvation of our God, 
alleluia! 

 
Psalm 97 

Sing a new song to the Lord 
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp 
with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea and all within it, thunder; 
the world, and all its peoples. 
Let the rivers clap their hands 
and the hills ring out their joy 

at the presence of the Lord: for he comes, 
he comes to rule the earth. 
He will rule the world with justice 
and the peoples with fairness. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 4: All the ends * of the earth have seen the salvation of our God, 
alleluia! 

 
 
 

 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 
RESPONSORY 

 
 

All Repeat 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
All: The Lord is truly risen, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 
 
RESPONSORY FROM ASCENSION UNTIL PENTECOST 
 
Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth! 
 

 



MAGNIFICAT ANTIPHON 
 
 Week 3 

All that * the Father gives me will come to me; and whoever comes 
to me I shall not turn away, alleluia! 

 
 Week 5 

If you * remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for 
what you will and you shall have it, alleluia! 

 
 Week 7 

Christ * will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire, alleluia! 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT  Canticle of Mary 

(Luke 1:46–55) 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 

The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 

He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 

He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 

He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

REPEAT ANTIPHON 



INTERCESSIONS 
 
 
 
OUR FATHER  (said by the Superior) 
 
 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 
 
 

LET US BLESS THE LORD, ALLELUIA! 
THANKS BE TO GOD, ALLELUIA! 

 
 

May the divine assistance remain always with us. 
And with our absent brothers and sisters. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


