
CHRISTMAS DAY  MIDDAY OFFICE 
 

O God, come to our aid, 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. Alleluia! 
 
HYMN 

Traditional Melody 

 
 

Come, all who dwell in darkness, 
Your strength and hope renew: 
The Light that shines for ever 
Now shines on earth for you, 
 To light your whole life through. 

Come close to him, you sinful, 
The time for shame is done; 
Your judge is born your Saviour, 
Messiah, Mary’s Son: 
 His birthday is your own. 

Cry out with joy, you nations, 
You coastlands, raise a song! 
Sing praise to him who loves you, 
Who comes to right all wrong, 
 This Child for whom we long. 

 Turvey Abbey 



ANTIPHON: Mary * treasured all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart. 

 
Psalm 18 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God 
and the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 
Day unto day takes up the story 
and night unto night makes known the message. 

No speech, no word, no voice is heard 
yet their span extends through all the earth, 
their words to the utmost bounds of the world. 

There he has placed a tent for the sun; 
it comes forth like a bridegroom coming from his tent, 
rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

At the end of the sky is the rising of the sun; 
to the furthest end of the sky is its course. 
There is nothing concealed from its burning heat. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
it revives the soul. 
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 
it gives wisdom to the simple. 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 
they gladden the heart. 
The command of the Lord is clear, 
it gives light to the eyes 

The fear of the Lord is holy, 
abiding for ever. 
The decrees of the Lord are truth 
and all of them just. 

They are more to be desired than gold, 
than the purest of gold 
and sweeter are they than honey, 
than honey from the comb. 

So in them your servant finds instruction; 
great reward is in their keeping. 
But who can detect all his errors? 
From hidden faults acquit me. 

 



From presumption restrain your servant 
and let it not rule me. 
Then shall I be blameless, 
clean from grave sin. 

May the spoken words of my mouth, 
the thoughts of my heart, 
win favour in your sight, O Lord, 
my rescuer, my rock! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

 
Psalm 46 

All peoples, clap your hands, 
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. 

He subdues peoples under us 
and nations under our feet. 
Our inheritance, our glory, is from him, 
given to Jacob out of love. 

God goes up with shouts of joy; 
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. 

God is king of all the earth, 
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. 

The princes of the peoples are assembled 
with the people of Abraham’s God. 
The rulers of the earth belong to God, 
to God who reigns over all. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON: Mary * treasured all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart. 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 
V: All the ends of the éarth, alleluia! 
R: Have seen the salvation of our Gód, alleluia! 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
 

LET US BLESS THE LORD 
 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


