
FIRST READING 1 Corinthians 15:12–34 

 

SECOND READING From the treatise ‘On Death as a Blessing’ by Saint Ambrose 

(Cap. 12, 52-55: CSEL 32, 747-750) 

This passage from a work dated about 387 is an exhortation to follow Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life, 

to our Father’s house in heaven where we shall join all the saints and see Christ’s glory.  

Let us march forward intrepidly to meet our Redeemer, Jesus, pursuing our onward 

course without swerving until we come to the assembly of the saints and are welcomed 

by the company of the just. It is to join our Christian forebears that we are journeying, 

to those who taught us our faith — that faith which comes to our aid and safeguards 

our heritage for us, even when we have no good works to show. In the place we are 

making for, the Lord will be everyone’s light; the true light which enlightens every 

human person will shine upon all. In the house where we are going the Lord Jesus has 

prepared many resting places for his servants, so that where he is we also may be. This 

was his express desire. Listen to his own words: In my Father’s house there are many 

resting places. And: I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you 

also may be . . . 

You may say, perhaps, that he was speaking only to his disciples, and it was to them 

alone that he promised there would be many resting places. So you suppose he was 

preparing only for the eleven? And what of that statement of his about people coming 

from all sides to take their seats in the kingdom of God? Have we any grounds for 

doubting that God’s will is effective? With Christ, surely, to will a thing is to 

accomplish it. In short, the Lord has not only shown us the way we are to travel, he has 

also pointed out our destination. You know where I am going, he says, and the way 

there is known to you. This destination is our Father’s house, and our way to it is 

Christ, as his own words assure us: I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 

come to the Father except through me.  

Let us set out, then, upon this way, holding fast to the truth and following in the 

footsteps of life. Christ is the way that leads us, the truth that strengthens us, and the 

life that restores us to life in him.  

Yes, Lord Jesus, we do follow you. But we can only come at your bidding. No one can 

make the ascent without you, for you are our way, our truth, our life, our strength, our 

faith, our reward. We belong to you; be the way that carries us onward, the truth that 

inspires us with courage, and the life that fills us with renewed vigour.  

RESPONSORY John 6:44; 14:6 

Jesus said to his disciples: * No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who 

sent me.   (repeat) 

V:  I am the way, the truth, and the life. * No one can come to me unless drawn by the 

Father who sent me. 


