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SAINT MARY MAGDALENE  VESPERS 
 
O God, come to our aid, 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. Alleluia! 
 
 
HYMN 
 
 Alan Rees, O.S.B. 

 
 

I followed him to Calvary, 
With John I watched beneath his cross. 
His Mother too, in silent grief, 
Kept vigil with her dying Son. 

No comeliness, no beauty there; 
A man despised and put to shame, 
Afflicted for the sins of men 
And bruised for my iniquities. 

I lost the sight of him awhile, 
But when the sabbath day had passed 
I came at dawn in eager haste, 
And saw two angels in the tomb. 

 



I wept, distraught, forlorn with grief; 
The Gardener spoke—I paid no heed; 
But then he called me by my name 
In tones of Christly gentleness. 

I found him whom my heart desires, 
I kissed his feet in wondering joy. 
How blest are those who see his face 
And live with him eternally. 

 © Mount St. Bernard Abbey 

 
 
 
 
ANTIPHON 1: Jesus * said to Mary, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 

do you seek?’ 
 

Psalm 15 

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God. 
My happiness lies in you alone.’ 

He has put into my heart a marvellous love 
for the faithful ones who dwell in his land. 
Those who choose other gods increase their sorrows. 
Never will I offer their offerings of blood. 
Never will I take their name upon my lips. 

O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
it is you yourself who are my prize. 
The lot marked out for me is my delight: 
welcome indeed the heritage that falls to me! 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. 

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even my body shall rest in safety. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay. 

 
 

 

 



You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, 
both now and for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 1: Jesus * said to Mary, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
do you seek?’ 

 
 

ANTIPHON 2: They have * taken my Lord away, and I do not know where 
they have put him. 

 

Psalm 22 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 
He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 2: They have * taken my Lord away, and I do not know where 
they have put him. 

 



ANTIPHON 3: Happy * are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 
NT Canticle 4 The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3–10) 

 



 
 
ANTIPHON 3: Happy * are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 

 

ANTIPHON 4: Jesus said: * ‘Mary’. She turned to him and said, ‘Rabboni!’, 
which means Master. 

 

Psalm 98 

The Lord is king; the peoples tremble. 
He is throned on the cherubim; the earth quakes. 
The Lord is great in Zion. 

He is supreme over all the peoples. 
Let them praise his name, so terrible and great. 
he is holy, full of power. 

You are a king who loves what is right; 
you have established equity, justice and right; 
you have established them in Jacob. 

Exalt the Lord our God; 
bow down before Zion, his footstool. 
He the Lord is holy. 

Among his priests were Aaron and Moses, 
among those who invoked his name was Samuel. 
They invoked the Lord and he answered. 



To them he spoke in the pillar of cloud. 
They did his will; they kept the law, 
which he, the Lord, had given. 

O Lord our God, you answered them. 
For them you were a God who forgives; 
yet you punished all their offences. 

Exalt the Lord our God; 
bow down before his holy mountain 
for the Lord our God is holy. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
both now and for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 4: Jesus said: * ‘Mary’. She turned to him and said, ‘Rabboni!’, 
which means Master. 

 
 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 
RESPONSORY 

 

Mary, do not weep: the Lord is risen from the dead. (Repeat) 

 

 Go to my brethren and tell them: 

 

The Lord is risen from the dead. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Mary, do not weep: the Lord is risen from the dead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAGNIFICAT Canticle of Mary (Luke 1:46–55) 
 
ANTIPHON: Mary came * and told the disciples that she had seen the 

Lord, alleluia! 
 
 
 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 

The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 

He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 

He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 

He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON: Mary came * and told the disciples that she had seen the 
Lord, alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERCESSIONS 
 
 
 
OUR FATHER (said by the Superior) 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF FEAST 
 
 
 
 

LET US BLESS THE LORD 
THANKS BE TO GOD 

 
 
 

May the divine assistance remain always with us. 
And with our absent brothers and sisters. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


