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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL  SECOND VESPERS 
 
O God, come to our aid, 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. Alleluia! 
 
 
HYMN 
 
 Henry Lawes, 1596–1662 

 
 

Now with the mind of Christ set us on fire, 
That unity may be our great desire. 
Give joy and peace; give faith to hear your call, 
And readiness in each to work for all. 

Widen our love, good Spirit, to embrace 
In your strong care all peoples, every race. 
Like wind and fire with life among us move, 
Till we are known as Christ’s, and Christians prove. 

© J. R. Peacey, 1896—1971 

 
 
 
 



ANTIPHON 1: You are Peter, * and on this rock I will build my church. 
 
Psalm 2 

Why this tumult among nations, 
among peoples this useless murmuring? 
They arise, the kings of the earth, 
princes plot against the Lord and his Anointed. 
‘Come, let us break their fetters, 
come, let us cast off their yoke.’ 

He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
the Lord is laughing them to scorn. 
Then he will speak in his anger, 
his rage will strike them with terror. 
‘It is I who have set up my king 
on Zion, my holy mountain.’ 

I will announce the decree of the Lord: 
The Lord said to me: ‘You are my son. 
It is I who have begotten you this day. 
Ask and I shall bequeath you the nations, 
put the ends of the earth in your possession. 
With a rod of iron you will break them, 
shatter them like a potter’s jar.’ 

Now, O kings, understand, 
take warning, rulers of the earth; 
serve the Lord with awe 
and trembling, pay him your homage 
lest he be angry and you perish; 
for suddenly his anger will blaze. 
Blessed are they who put their trust in God. 

Glory be to the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, 
both now and for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 1: You are Peter, * and on this rock I will build my church. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANTIPHON 2: You are * God’s chosen instrument, Saint Paul: you have 
preached the truth to the whole world. 

 
 
Psalm 65 

Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise. 
Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds! 

Because of the greatness of your strength 
your enemies cringe before you. 
Before you all the earth shall bow; 
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’ 

Come and see the works of God, 
tremendous his deeds among men. 
He turned the sea into dry land, 
they passed through the river dry-shod. 

Let our joy then be in him; 
he rules for ever by his might. 
His eyes keep watch over the nations: 
let rebels not rise against him. 

O peoples, bless our God, 
let the voice of his praise resound, 
of the God who gave life to our souls 
and kept our feet from stumbling. 

For you, O God, have tested us, 
you have tried us as silver is tried: 
you led us, God, into the snare; 
you laid a heavy burden on our backs. 

You let men ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and through water 
but then you brought us relief. 

Burnt offering I bring to your house; 
to you I will pay my vows, 
the vows which my lips have uttered, 
which my mouth spoke in my distress. 

 



I will offer burnt offerings of fatlings 
with the smoke of burning rams. 
I will offer bullocks and goats. 

Come and hear, all who fear God. 
I will tell what he did for my soul: 
to him I cried aloud, 
with high praise ready on my tongue. 

If there had been evil in my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened. 
But truly God has listened; 
he has heeded the voice of my prayer. 

Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer 
nor withhold his love from me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 2: You are * God’s chosen instrument, Saint Paul: you have 
preached the truth to the whole world. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANTIPHON 3: There is * no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free; there is only 
Christ, in whom we are made one. 

 
NT Canticle 10 

(Ephesians 1: 3–10) 

Blessed be the God ánd Father  
of our Lórd Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Chrìst 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlÿ places. 

He chose us ín him 
before the foundátion of the world, 
that we should be hòly 
and blameless bèfore him. 

He destined us ín love 
to be his sóns through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his wìll, 

to the praise of his glorious grace, 
which he freely bestowed on us in the Bèloved. 

In him we have redemption through hís blood, 
the forgíveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his gràce 
which he lavished ùpon us. 

He has made known to us in all wisdom ánd insight 
the mýstery of his will, 
according to his pùrpose 
which he set forth ìn Christ. 

His purpose he set forth ín Christ 
as a plan for the fúlness of time, 
to unite all things in hìm, 
things in heaven and things òn earth. 

Glory be to the Father and to thé Son 
and tó the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is nòw 
and shall be for ever, àmen. 

ANTIPHON 3: There is * no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free; there is only 
Christ, in whom we are made one. 

 



ANTIPHON 4: If you * can have some share in Christ’s sufferings, be glad, 
for your gladness will abound when his glory is revealed. 

 
 
Psalm 147 

O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 
Zion, praise your God! 

He has strengthened the bars of your gates, 
he has blessed the children within you. 
He established peace on your borders, 
he feeds you with finest wheat. 

He sends out his word to the earth 
and swiftly runs his command. 
He showers down snow white as wool, 
he scatters hoar-frost like ashes. 

He hurls down hailstones like crumbs. 
The waters are frozen at his touch; 
he sends forth his word and it melts them: 
at the breath of his mouth the waters flow. 

He makes his word known to Jacob, 
to Israel his laws and decrees. 
He has not dealt thus with other nations; 
he has not taught them his decrees. 

Alleluia! 

Glory be to the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, 
both now and for ever, amen. 

ANTIPHON 4: If you * can have some share in Christ’s sufferings, be glad, 
for your gladness will abound when his glory is revealed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 

RESPONSORY 
 

The apostles proclaimed the word of God and feared no one. 
 (repeat) 

 

 They witnessed to the resurrection of the Lord: 

 

And feared no one. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The apostles proclaimed the word of God and feared no one. 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT ANTIPHON 

You have stood * by me in my trials, says the Lord: and now I grant you 
my kingdom. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



MAGNIFICAT   Canticle of Mary 

(Luke 1:46–55) 
 
 
  
 

My soul magnifìes the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in Gòd my saviour; 
so tenderly has he looked upòn his servant, 
humble às she is. 

For from thìs day forth 
all generations will còunt me blessed, 
so wonderfully hàs he dealt with me, 
the Lòrd, the mighty one. 

His nàme is holy, 
his mercy sure from generation to gèneration 
toward thòse who fear him; 
the deeds of his arm disclòse his might. 

The arrogant of heart and mind he has pùt to rout, 
torn powers from theír thrones but lifted ùp the humble. 
The hungry he has satisfied wìth good things, 
the rich sent emptÿ away. 

He has ranged himself on the side of Israèl his servant, 
firm in his promise tò our fathers. 
He has not forgotten tò show mercy, 
to Abraham and his childrèn for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and tò the Son 
and to the Hòly Spirit, 
as it was in the beginnìng, is now 
and shall be for evèr, amen. 

 Downside 
REPEAT ANTIPHON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERCESSIONS 
 
 
 
OUR FATHER (said by the Superior) 
 
 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 
 
 

LET US BLESS THE LORD 
THANKS BE TO GOD 

 
 
 

May the divine assistance remain always with us 
And with our absent brothers and sisters. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


