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Dom Edmund celebrating Solemn Vespers 

sisters’ chapel, Trinity Sunday 1961 
 

In 1962, on the death of 
M Laurentia,  
M Lucia Antonissen, 
then sub-prioress of 
Schotenhof, was 
elected prioress. 
 
 
 

Mr Coats,  M Lucia,  Cardinal Heenan,  Dom Edmund 
Cockfosters, 1963 

 
Sr Goedele’s final profession, Cockfosters 1964 

The communities grew in number, some sisters coming from the community at 
Schotenhof—Sr Goedele made her final profession at Cockfosters in 1964. 
Sr Esther and Sr Zoë also made their final profession at Cockfosters in the 
1970’s. Sr Benedict became a postulant at Cockfosters, but made her profession 
at Turvey. 



 
Walk in Trent Park 1965 

Work was underway on the new building for the sisters, but the builders were 
dishonest, then the firm went bankrupt. M Lucia faced a chaotic situation, she 
wondered if it would ever be sorted out, but eventually it was, and in 1966 the 
sisters moved into their new purpose-built priory. 
 

 
The new sisters’ priory, completed 1966 

 
In response to questions from puzzled local 
people about what was going on, Sr Regina 
painted a series of pictures depicting 
Benedictine life on the blank wall where the 
school would be built! A few years later the 
new adjoining school was built and the 
pictures disappeared from view. 



 
Wall art by Sr Regina 

 
Dom Edmund had organised a series of immensely successful travelling 
exhibitions to illustrate the achievements of the second Vatican Council. The 
sisters created a large wall-hanging for these exhibitions, now hanging in Brand 
House at the Abbey. It gave people ideas, and soon orders were arriving for wall-
hangings. Sr Regina’s artistic talents were put to good use, the vestment and 
embroidery work flourished, and ‘Benedictine Nuns of Cockfosters’ became a 
well-known name. 

 
The wall-hanging created for Dom Edmund’s exhibitions 


